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place in Spain or not. The whole technique of fascism
is new9 the power of modern weapons and aircraft is
new, and Spain in 1936 had seen comparatively little
of either.
Whatever may have been their reasons, the Foreign
Office decided that General Franco would win, and
that it was not a suitable time to intervene. Our own
re-armament had not proceeded very far or very fast.
France, under M. Leon Blurn, was engaged in a series of
domestic reforms, and not in her most truculent mood.
It seemed best to let Signor Mussolini win another hand
and then trust to luck and diplomacy to prevent his tak-
ing full advantage of his influence over the new dictator.
Possibly Mr. Eden felt that General Franco's early sue*
cess would give Italy and Germany less opportunities
for permanent interference in Spanish affairs than a
prolonged war. Above all, there were features in the
Spanish situation which would make it difficult to
ensure unity in England on any definite line of action.
Our real policy was to pretend to be neutral, and hasten
the end of the war. It was the same policy as we had
adopted in Ethiopia—disarm the weak, and spare the
strong as much trouble as possible^
Such a policy could not very well be advertised from
the house-tops. Non-intervention might be an admirable
method of shortening the war, but it >*ould have to be
justified on other grounds. The Government, therefore,
lent itself to a deliberate campaign in which it was
strongly supported by those sections of the country
which wanted General Franco to win for other reasons.
The first step was to insist that the revolt was a civil
war, and to do this it was necessary to exaggerate the
amount of popular support it received. The next point
was to start a subtle campaign against the Government.

